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basing his prediction on two grounds: first, that the population 
" quietly embraces [amalgamates with] the coloured types of South 
America and Africa" and, second, that coal is lacking (pp. 383, 
388, 389). This denial in man of what even he would not deny 
in the case of blooded stock is one of several indications that in 
matters of theory he really belongs to the pre-scientific age of 
thought — the age of Voltaire, Bentham and the metaphysical 
radicals generally. 

In the matter of references, French works of a century or more 
ago seem to have the preference. Modern German works are often 
not mentioned ; e.g., neither Busolt's nor Beloch's, on Greek history. 

A minor blemish is the eccentric and at times incorrect use of 
words : for example, " deleted " (destroyed), " worsening," " climax- 
ing," " dispeace," " arbitrament " (arbitration), " back throw," " ultra- 
racial " (extra-racial), " sociological " (social) development. 

There is one bull worthy of Sir Boyle Roche. " Turkey," he says, 
"needs only new habits to develop her natural resources." A 
certain young man once insisted — and rightly — that he could 
have written Shakespeare's works if he had only had a mind to! 

Edward Van Dvke Robinson. 

North American Forests and Forestry. By Ernest Bruncken. 
New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1900. — 262 pp. 

Although the subject of forestry has been very generally discussed 
in magazines and newspapers, there still exists a great deal of 
confusion in the public mind as to the real nature of the science. 
People have come to realize that our forests are being rapidly cut 
over and that some provision must be made for a future supply of 
wood and timber. Forestry has been pointed out as the remedy, 
but it has not been clear to most persons what forestry really is and 
how it will save the forests. 

Mr. Bruncken's book has been written to set before the public in 
a popular way the forest problem in this country and to explain 
how it can be satisfactorily solved. The conception of the book 
is admirable. The author begins by discussing the American 
forests, and he tells in an interesting way many facts relating 
to the life and habits of trees and forests. He then treats of the 
practical financial questions which must be solved by the forester — 
questions which are often overlooked by enthusiastic advocates of 
forestry. Mr. Bruncken makes very clear the difficulties in the way 
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of forestry, resulting from the prevalence of forest fires and exces- 
sive taxation. These are practical problems which are troubling 
landowners in most extensive forest areas, and the author very 
wisely asserts that they can be solved only through the aid of the 
state or government. The author describes in considerable detail 
what stand forestry must take in this country, showing that in many 
places European methods cannot be used at once and that prac- 
tical foresters are not endeavoring to introduce measures which 
are not suited to our conditions. 

The book is a sound and fair presentation of its problem. The 
author has succeeded well, wherever he has confined himself to the 
economic side of the question. In his discussion of technical points, 
however, he sometimes fails. His book would have gained in value, 
if he had presented his scientific facts in a more systematic manner. 
This could have been done without any loss in clearness or interest. 

He describes his first chapter as "cursory observations on the 
inner life of the forest," and states that he has " almost at random 
picked out a few phases " influencing the struggle in the forest. 
This is exactly the impression received on reading the chapter. If 
the author had arranged his material, which is of real value, in a 
less " random " and " cursory " manner, he would have given his 
book considerable strength. jj g Qj^ygg 

Yale Forest School. 

Railway Operations : How to know them. From a study of 
the accounts and statistics. By J. Shirley Eaton, Statistician 
of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. New York, The Railroad Gazette, 
1900. — xix, 313 pp. 

This compact little volume is an exceedingly valuable contribution 
to the study of railway economics. Most practical traffic officials are 
under too great pressure of routine work to be able to analyze their 
operations on paper for the benefit of others. With the notable 
exceptions of Fink, Blanchard, Stickney, Walker and a few others, all 
of our systematic information about railroads has been derived from 
unofficial sources. This book was apparently designed primarily for 
the operating expert ; but it is so packed with useful material that 
the larger public has been laid under distinct obligation to the author. 

The scope of the volume may best be indicated by giving some of 
the chapter headings. Under " Hints for Examining Railway Prop- 
erty " is discussed the significance of income accounts, the nature of 



